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Noah Watson Q&A

namesake Noah (because those
By Hannah
Moore
@HUStudentPubs
are too easy), I will have to say
Beat Reporter

Facebook:
The Link
Student Association (SA) my parents.A lot of times people

elections took place Wednesday,
April 6, and after a runoff on
Friday, April 8, junior Noah
Watson was elected as the
new SA president. He will
serve in this position during
the 2016-17 school year and
will work with newly elected
executive officers and class
representatives.
Q:Where is your hometown
and one fun fact about you?
A: My hometown is Searcy,
Arkansas. I am related to Sheryl
Crow; I guess that’s interesting.
She’s my second cousin.
Q: Why did you decide to
come to Harding?
A: I grew up here in Searcy, and for the longest time
I would say, “I’m going to
Harding, I guess,” but then I
would say, “No, I don’t want
to go to Harding. That’s what
everybody does — they go to
Harding.” In my mind, and
verbally, I was set on not going
to Harding, but then I came
to Honors Symposium, and
that won me over.
Q:Where do you see yourself
in five years?
A: In five years, I guess I
would have just gotten out of
law school, so I’d be practicing
somewhere, probably. I will
hopefully have settled down
by then, employed.
Q: Who is your personal
hero?
A: Other than Jesus and my

online at thelink.harding.edu

will say their grandparents, but
both sets of my grandparents
have been divorced, and my
parents coming through that
said they wouldn’t do that.
They made that commitment
to themselves, and I really look
up to that. They’ve raised me
like that and to be a Christian,
and I appreciate that.
Q: Why did you decide to
run for SA president?
A: I’ve kind of always
been interested in the SA
and I had thought that
maybe I could do that, but
I told myself to not worry
about it. I had made up in
my mind that I wasn’t going
to run, but then a couple
of my friends about a year
ago said, “Hey Noah, you
should run for president,”
and I said, “I don’t know,
maybe.” The first interest
meeting came around, and
at that point I still thought
that I would enjoy it and do
a good job, but didn’t worry
about it because I’d have to
stop doing a lot of stuff to
be able to have time. One of
my friends who was going
to the interest meeting said,
“No, come on, let’s go, it won’t
hurt.” That first meeting
peaked my interest, and then
I went to the second one and
then said, “You know what?
This is something that I do
want to do.”
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Heavy changes in SAT sections

Courtesy of Searcy Public Schools

Event gives dresses, makeup
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Junior Noah Watson was elected on Friday, April 8, as the 2016-2017 Student Association President.
Watson’s campaign slogan “Get in the Boat” appeared on buttons of supporters and flyers on campus.
Q: What’s your favorite to be your new parents.
at the same time, though, it accessed as it could be.
quote?
A: Liam Neeson and can be a strength when used
Q: If you were to give
A: A good one I always go Zooey Deschanel.
correctly. Since you have a an acceptance speech after
back to is in “The Fellowship
Q: W hat ’s your My- mindset and a goal, you can winning the election, what
of the Ring” when they’re ers-Briggs personality type? push toward that.
would you say?
sitting in Moria. Frodo says, W hat are some of your
Q: What is the first thing
A: “I would like to thank
“I wish the ring had never strengths and weaknesses you would want to accomplish the Academy.” Thankfulness
come to me. I wish none of that come along with that? as the SA president?
would be the first thing.This is
this had happened.” Then
A: I am an ENTJ. My
A: I just thought of a an opportunity that not a lot of
Gandalf says, “So do all biggest problem is that I think lot of political jokes. “I will people get to have. I would talk
who live to see such times, that I’m always right. In my repeal all illegal executive to the other executive members
but that is not for them to mind, I think that I’m right actions!” I know there is to figure out what we want to
decide. All we have to decide and everyone else is wrong, communication already for do and give an overview of
is what to do with that time but I’ve gotten better because the student body to get in what’s coming. It’s humbling
that is given to us.”
I know it’s something that contact with the SA, but to know that people do look
Q: Choose two celebrities I need to work on. I think I feel like it’s not as easily up to me in a way.

Last April 25, women’s social club Delta Nu helped apply makeup and style hair
for Searcy High School girls before prom. The second annual Prom Closet event
will be on April 23.

Ahlf Junior High School
English teacher Sara Dacus
and school committee coordinator Betsy Bailey will
host the second annual Prom
Closet event on April 23.
According to Bailey, the
program gives high school
girls who are unable to pay
for prom dresses, shoes or
jewelry the opportunity to
choose clothes donated by
local women, as well as have
their hair and makeup done
the night of prom.
Bailey said that there have
been at least 150 dresses and 25
pairs of shoes donated so far.
“ We have community
volunteers, some who have
an interest in cosmetics and
some who are professionally
trained (helping do makeup
for Prom Closet),” Bailey said.
According to Dacus, the
idea for Prom Closet came
after a friend in Junior Auxiliary of Searcy, a non-profit
organization that encourages
members to render charitable
services which are beneficial
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to the public, suggested
throwing all their dresses
together and picking from
them for the organization’s
annual formal event.
“Prom is such a rite of
passage and such a big part
of the high school experience
that we didn’t want money to
be a hindrance to someone
enjoying that,” Dacus said.
According to Bailey, other
school districts in Arkansas
hold programs like Prom
Closet have grown over time.
“We’ve definitely grown
from last year to this year,”
Bailey said. “We’ve provided
more dresses to girls this year,
and we have more signed up
for cosmetic services.”
Last year women’s social
club Delta Nu volunteered to
help Prom Closet as one of its
service projects, according to
senior Scarlet Schreiner, one
of the club members who
helped with the cosmetic
services of Prom Closet.
“ We all feel great on
our prom day; it’s nice to
feel pretty and dress up,”
S chreiner said. “S o it ’s
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The College Board redesigned
and released a new version of
the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) in March with the most
changes it has seen in over a
decade, according to CNN.
Test changes have been
made in almost all sections
of the SAT. The new test has
no penalty for guessing, no
required essay and a shortened
number of multiple choice answer options. Additionally, the
math and vocabulary sections
now reflect only what is most
commonly used in higher
learning institutions, according
to the College Board.
According to Jaslee Carayol,
the College Board’s Associate
Director of Media Relations,
the College Board took into
consideration how admission
policies in universities might
change due to the redesigned
SAT.
“Most colleges plan to accept
scores from both tests for a few
years,” Carayol said in a news

interview.“We have been working with our members across
higher education throughout
the redesign and have provided
detailed information on all
aspects of the exam, including
scoring changes.”
Harding’s Assistant Vice
President for Enrollment
Management Glenn Dillard
said that Harding’s admission
standards and policies will not
change right now despite the
new test.
“Unfortunately, all the
hype about SAT redesigning
their score is only that right
now — hype,” Dillard said.
“(The College Board) won’t
be releasing how the new
scoring compares to the old
scoring until sometime this
summer. Until (the changes
are announced), I don’t have
any information.”
Carayol said that data is
being produced and analyzed
with every SAT administered
and that it will be published
this summer to universities.
She also said that certain as-

pects of the new test provide
universities more flexibility
with admission policies.
“The new SAT underwent
extensive research to ensure a
fair and valid assessment of
college and career readiness
for all students,” Carayol said.
“By making the essay optional,
colleges have the flexibility to
set their own requirements, and
students have the flexibility to
submit another writing sample
for admissions consideration.”
Incoming freshmen who
apply to Harding, with either
the redesigned or old SAT,
will not only have their scores
looked at, according to Dillard,
but will also be reviewed with
a holistic approach.
“The best determinant for
success isn’t a test score, but
high school grades,” Dillard
said. “We also require and
read two references. We want
to make sure that our entering
students don’t just compete
well academically, but will also
contribute to the important
spiritual aspect of Harding.”

Due to the recent increase
of vehicle break-ins on campus,
Director of Public Safety Craig
Russell shared a statement:
“Public Safety takes this
situation very seriously. We
had 14 vehicles broken into
earlier this week, with almost all
of those having their windows
broken. As soon as we became
aware of the first vehicle, we
searched parking lots around
campus and located the other
vehicles that had been damaged.
We immediately began the
process of contacting students
and having them check their
vehicles for anything missing.
Only three students reported

finding anything missing.
Break-ins to unlocked
vehicles is exceptionally rare
here on campus and in Searcy.
We had experienced a few
break-ins to unlocked vehicles
just a couple of weeks before
this incident, and Public Safety
officers began walking through
parking lots on the midnight
shifts, locking cars they found
unlocked and leaving a note
in each car letting the owner
know we had found the vehicle
unlocked. Apparently this
had some success, with those
responsible now resorting to
breaking out windows to get
into vehicles.

We are working hard
to communicate with the
Harding community, posting
a notice on Pipeline and on
Twitter as soon as we became
aware of the problem. We
are also working very closely
with Searcy Police, who are
aggressively investigating
these cases as well as other
similar cases that have happened throughout the city.
We encourage students to
look out for each other, immediately reporting anything
suspicious to Public Safety
at 510-279-5000.”
-Craig Russell
Director of Public Safety

By Jordan Doyle
Beat Reporter

By Claire Patton
Student Writer
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nice to see girls feel good
about themselves and feel
comfortable and get excited
to take pictures.”
According to Bailey and
Dacus, Prom Closet is still
accepting donations and
help in any way.
“(We will take) any volunteers on the day of, (and)
we do accept gift cards to
Wal-Mart or Walgreens to
help purchase hair spray and
makeup items,” Bailey said.
Dacus said they expect
Prom Closet to grow every
year.
“As long as we have
students that are utilizing
it, we’ll continue to do it,”
Dacus said.
Dacus also said they are
still in need of dresses sized
10-20 and costume jewelry.
Any students who are interested in helping with Prom
Closet can contact Dacus at
sdacus@searcyschools.org or
call 501-230-1910. Bailey
can be reached at bbailey@
searcyschools.org or at the
administrative office at 801
North Elm St.

Public Safety news brief
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Students, faculty, Public Safety and the Searcy Fire Department participate
in the annual disaster drillon Wednesday, April 6. This year’s drill simulated a
fire in Stephens Hall.

Harding’s 15th annual
disaster drill was conducted
Wednesday, April 6, at women’s residence Stephens Hall.
The drill was organized and
directed by Public Safety in
coordination with a host of
students from the College
of Allied Health and related
fields and members of the
Searcy community.
This year, the drill simulated
a fire that started in Stephens
as a result of too many birthday
candles, according to Director
of Public Safety Craig Russell.
Russell said that the disaster
drill tries to test a new resource
each year. This year, that tool
was a polling system through
the university’s emergency
notification system that helps
to quickly account for people
directly affected by the crisis.
According to Office of
Public Relations, the alert
system for this year’s drill
targeted Stephen’s Hall
specifically to determine if
residents were in the building
or in need of assistance.
“Within 30 minutes of
when the drill had started,
we had already heard back
from one third of the residents
in Stephens, and they were
accounted for,” Russell said.
“(We want to know) who are
the known victims and who
are the people we know are
safe. This particular tool, this
technology tool, allows us to
(account for people) much,
much quicker. We tested
that capability this year, and
it worked very well.”
According to Russell, the
disaster drill has grown each
year since its start in 2002,

adding more people to the
drill as Harding’s programs
have expanded, particularly
in the field of Allied Health.
According to Russell, the drill
now has anywhere between
150 and 200 participants
each year.
Junior athletic training
major Cody Stubblefield said
he benefited greatly from this
year’s drill. He described
his role as a responder as
an opportunit y to learn
how to make decisions in a
stressful situation quickly
and efficiently.
“I learned just how chaotic
those emergency situations
are,” Stubblefield said. “You
really don’t know what to
expect besides the fact there’s
going to be injured people.
The disaster drill does help in
stress management — to just
go through the basics, know
what to do and how I would
respond.”
Stubblefield said that the
drill would not be able to
happen without the help and
coordination of the whole
Searcy community. Russell
expressed similar sentiments.
“We do not want a real
crisis to be the first time that
we’ve worked with our local
fire department and police
department and EMS service,”
Russell said. “Because we’ve
been doing this for 15 years
now, we have regular practice
at working with each other,
and that has built closer and
better relationships that help
us make Harding safe and
helps us make Searcy a safer
community as well.”
Russell said that there are
students from nursing school,
physicians assistant school,

pharmacy school, athletic
training, communications
and theater who participated
in the event. In addition, the
Searcy Fire Department,
Police Department, County
911 Center, NorthStar EMS
and Unity Health joined from
the community.
Senior nursing major
Chelsie Cloer said that the
experience was an interesting
one since she was dealing
with people that she knew.
“Being something like a
dorm on campus made it more
real, made it more intense for
you to have to think about
what you would do in a real
scenario,” Cloer said. “Getting
to see that perspective and
having to work through that in
my own brain helped prepare
me for my first nursing job in
a critical care unit.”
In addition to the physical
full-scale drill on campus, several university administrators
met at an off-campus site to
rehearse tabletop scenarios,
according to Russell.
“One of the things we
discussed quite a bit (this year)
is ... how the university will
utilize social media in trying
to communicate with students
in the event of a real crisis,”
Russell said. “We try to have
some kind of takeaway from
every drill that will actually
help us improve. This year, it
was this new polling system
that will help us account for
people.”
Russell said that the university’s emergency management
plan continues to be tweaked
and improved each year based
on the success of the drill and
cooperation of all members
involved in its production.

acted with each other, even
though they were stressed
and nervous.
“ That was one of the
best presentations of any
Harding team that I’ve been
associated with,” Oliver said.

“They did a great job with
it. In my experience, it was
the best all across the board.
They were a joy to travel
with, and I would love to
take that team and go again.
They were a class act.”

By Jantzen Teague
Student Writer

Students place third in national competition
By Rachel Brackins
Head Copy Editor

On April 7-10, a team
of five students from the
College of Business travelled to Arlington, Virginia
to compete in the Society
for the Advancement of
Management Case Study
Competition. The team
presented on April 8, and
were awarded third place
in the Bush Undergraduate Division. This was the
first time since 2009 that a
Harding team has placed in
the competition.
The team, made up of
seniors Phoebe Cunningham,
Stephen Hedlund, Cinthia
Andrade, Corey Bassett
and junior Fanny Bonilla,
was tasked with developing
strategies to solve current
problems with Target stores
nationwide. According to
Hedlund, the two major
issues the team found were
inventory management and
website traffic.
“Almost half of Americans
first go to Amazon for their
online shopping needs,”
Hedlund said. “So, Target is
really competing with some
pretty big competitors. Our
solution was a total redesign

of Target ’s website. We
actually went through and
compared Amazon, Target,
and Wal-Mart’s websites and
found almost 40 features that
Amazon and Wal-Mart have
that Target doesn’t.”
Andrade, who participated
in last year’s competition,
consulted with faculty advisors
to handpick a team of diverse,
hardworking students to
take on the challenge. Mike
Oliver, associate professor
of management and the
team’s faculty advisor, said
he began working through
a practice case study with
them in the fall semester to
prepare them for when the
actual competition began
in January.
“When the official case
is received, I cannot help
them in any way with the
preparation,” Oliver said. “I
don’t know what they’ve done
until I hear them present it
in front of the judges. So
in that sense, my hands are
kind of tied. About all I can
do is ask ‘How’s it going?’ I
am not able to discuss the
case with them or give them
suggestions. So in the fall, I
need to give them as much
information as I possibly can.”

Andrade said the team
set guidelines for how often
they wanted to meet and
goals for when they wanted
to have certain elements of
the presentation completed.
At the beginning of the
spring semester, they met
twice every week, but as the
competition approached, they
found themselves meeting
daily. Andrade said she is
thankful for how well the
t e a m m e m b e r s wo rk e d
together.
“It’s a great team – the
dynamic and everything
just really worked out,”
Andrade said.
Hedlund agreed with
Andrade and said the relationships he formed challenged
him to think outside of the
box when solving problems.
“I learned a lot about team
development,” Hedlund said.
“When we were practicing
first semester we were just
some students working
together. But by the second
semester, we were friends
doing this together. The team
dynamics along with the
presentation dynamics were
a lot cleaner and smoother
because we had spent so much
time together. It made the

presentation much easier to
do and gave it a united feel
because we were a team, not
just students who happened
to be on a project together.”
Oliver also said he noticed
how well the team inter-

ministry; and Lori Klein,
professor of histor y and
political science.
A c cord i n g to s en ior
Jennifer Wright, president
of Harding’s chapter of the
Roosevelt Institute, panel
members were chosen based
on their various opinions on
the upcoming election year.
“We wanted a diverse
panel, not one of one thought
process,” Wright said. “We
got people across campus
of different disciplines and
perspectives who will be
able to talk eloquently about
what they think and see.”
The Roosevelt Institute’s
first discussion in the series
of “Fireside Chats,” held last

semester, focused on the
relationship between media
and politics. It featured
a panel of two Arkansas
publication editors, a state
representative and a Harding
professor.
Vice president of the
Ha rding chapter of the
Roosevelt Institute junior
Sarah Littleton said the
organization wanted to
differentiate this semester’s
discussion by creating a bigger
focus on students and the
Harding community.
“We wanted this discussion
to be more Harding-based
than the last discussion,”
Littleton said. “This discussion
will be more student-led. We

thought having teachers with
different perspectives would
make it more personal.”
The panel discussion
w i l l be moderated by a
st udent-member of t he
Roosevelt Institute, junior
Seth Garcia, whereas last
semester’s discussion was led
by the organization’s faculty
sponsor, Heath Carpenter,
professor of English.
“Something that’s important on college campuses
is engaging young people,”
Wright said. “A lot of times
it doesn’t feel like young
people have much of a voice,
so we are coming up with
the questions and putting
this on to make sure that we

Photo Courtsey of Phoebe Cunningham

Seniors Stephen Hedlund, Phoebe Cunningham, Cinthia Andrade and Corey
Bassett and junior Fanny Bonilla place third in the Society for the Advancement
of Management Case Study Competition Bush Undergraduate Division award.
The conference was from April 7-10 in Washington, D.C.

Roosevelt Institute to preview presidential election
By Brittany Simers
Student Writer

The Roosevelt Institute
w il l host its f irst panel
discussion of the semester
and the second in a series of
“Fireside Chats: Conversations in Politics and Culture”
on Monday, April 18, at 4
p.m. in McInteer 150. The
panel discussion will focus
on providing a presidential
election preview from several of Harding professors’
viewpoints.
The panel will feature
Dr. Stephanie Eddleman,
professor of English; Dr.
Dan Oden, professor of
Bible and ministry; Nathan
Guy, professor of Bible and

hear what we’re interested
in hearing.”
Littleton said the Roosevelt Institute is hosting this
discussion to help students
become more politically and
socially conscious.
“We hope this discussion
will bring more awareness
and different perspectives to
get students educated and
interested (in the election),”
Littleton said.
The Roosevelt Institute
is a national network with
college-campus chapters all
across the country. A former
chapter of the Institute existed
at Harding until 2012. Wright
and Carpenter restarted
Harding’s chapter last January.

“ We’re hopi ng to be
a club that is known for
consistently creating public
spaces for the kind of relevant
social, political and cultural
conversations that everyone
expects and wants to have at
a university,” Carpenter said.
“We want to use all the talent
and resources Harding has
and host these conversations
we think everyone is interested in.”
The panel discussion will
be free and open to anyone
who wants to attend. For
more information about the
Roosevelt Institute, contact
Heath Carpenter at hcarpent@
harding.edu or Jennifer Wright
at jwright9@harding.edu.
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pposing viewpoints: the ‘phone gun’
hannah moore

guest
writer

I

magine that you just graduated from
college and you’ve moved to a big city.
You got off of work late, and you decide
to walk back to your apartment. You see a
large man walking toward you. He starts
to speak to you. He gets closer and you tell
him to leave you alone, but he continues.
He starts to grab hold of you, and you
struggle to get away, but his grip tightens.
Now, tell me, how would you react
next? Starting this October, you’ll be able
to reach into your pocket to take out your
new Ideal Conceal, a folded handgun that
looks just like a smartphone. Your pursuer
retreats, and you continue safely home.
I never imagined that I would write an
article defending guns. I’ve been a staunch
proponent of gun control, expanding
background checks and closing the gun
show loophole for a while now. I grew
up in a suburb east of St. Louis, and my

family never hunted or owned guns. But
after hearing about Kirk Kjellberg’s new
invention, the Ideal Conceal handgun, I’m
highly interested in owning one. Before
you cross your arms and roll your eyes in
disapproval, please let me defend myself
against some of the common arguments
against this gun.
“It is an airport security threat.”
The Ideal Conceal will not be able
to pass through airport security, plain
and simple. It has a metal core. A metal
detector will detect it. Kjellberg is also
currently working with the Department
of Homeland Security and is giving them
x-rays of his gun so that it definitely won’t
be dismissed as an actual smartphone at
an airport.
“It poses a threat to children who
see it and think it’s a real smartphone.”
Parents have been keeping their guns
much too close to children, I’m sure, since
guns were created. I’m just not seeing
why a smartphone-shaped gun poses an
exponentially higher threat than any other
shaped gun. It’s just a cosmetic change.
Don’t blame the gun for the theoretical
misfortune of a child — blame the irresponsible parent who doesn’t know how to
keep a deadly weapon away from the child.

joshua johnson

Is it safe?

“Criminals will be able to easily
conceal this gun.”
Guns are dangerous, but they are neither
inherently good nor bad. Lots of things
we even consider to be beneficial may
also harm us. You need food and water
to survive, but when you eat too many
hamburgers or drink too many sodas,
your body will hate you for it. Yes, guns
are used out of hatred and ignorance by
criminals, but the vast majority of American citizens are responsible people who
will not use the Ideal Conceal handgun
to commit a crime.
As a proponent of gun control, I want
guns out of the hands of unsafe people,
not out of the hands of those who need
one to ensure their own safety. Owning
an Ideal Conceal could be extremely
helpful to those who need to defend
themselves in a dangerous situation like I
described before but only feel comfortable
discreetly carrying a nondescript weapon.
To the onlooker, it’s a hunk of plastic. To
the owner, it’s an entire defense system
waiting to be unfolded.

4A | Friday, April 15, 2016
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writer

W

hat looks like an iPhone, feels
like an iPhone, and is typically
less expensive than an iPhone? The new
Ideal Conceal gun.
The Ideal Conceal .380-caliber pistol
was created to easily transform from a
faux smartphone to a gun.
Ideal Conceal creator Kirk Kjellberg
told NBC News the idea came to him
after a disturbance in a restaurant, which
involved a small child being frightened
by his firearm.
What is the reasonable thing to do
after that situation?
1. Take a step back and think about
carrying a weapon, when it so obviously

puts fear into those around you.
2. Own up to the fact that you do
carry a weapon for a false sense of security
and try to avoid getting your feelings
hurt when a small child causes a scene
in a restaurant.
3. Create a deadly weapon to look
exactly like an object people use every day.
Unfortunately, to Kjellberg, the answer
is number three.
When researching the new gun, what
stuck out to me the most was how nonchalant everyone seemed to be about it.
To prove my point, the slogan “Carry
with confidence, conceal with style” appears on the home page of Ideal Conceal’s
website. I’m sorry — what? Conceal with
style? Since when is carrying a deadly
weapon a fashion statement?
I’ve lived in the South my entire life.
People carry concealed weapons, and
you grow up learning the basics. It’s not
a toy, you can’t point it at someone as a
funny joke, its use is for protection, and
you can’t carry into certain places.

guest
writer

Y

ou know the feeling. We have all
been there. It happens in our 8 a.m.
classes. It happens after a tasty caf lunch.
You are sitting in class and suddenly your
head falls into a nodding motion. Your
eyes are non-responsive to your command
to stay open. Your pencil will not write
actual words — all you can muster out
of it are squiggles.
Perhaps you place a book pertaining to
the class at your desk and pretend to gaze
upon it while you give in to your body’s
call for sleep. Maybe, past the point of
trying to hide it, you blatantly lay your
head down on your desk and end up with
a red mark plastered on your forehead.
Whatever method that you choose to

accommodate your need for sleep, there are
a few simple steps that can erase the need
altogether for the remainder of that class.
If you are just feeling like it is going
to be a groggy day, you can take actions
beforehand and come to class with your
favorite caffeinated drink. In my personal
experience, an iced Black Bear from Midnight Oil works wonders. After the liquid
is all gone, you can even treat yourself to
the remaining ice.
Another factor that I think helps you
remain awake and engaged is the writing
utensil you are using to take notes with.
The better quality the utensil, the more
engaged you will be while writing down
the material you are discussing in class.
I have also found that colored writing
utensils work the best.
If the drowsiness comes when you are
inside the classroom, then the first step
you should take is to throw some minty
chewing gum in your mouth. This will
help stimulate your brain and also allow
you a chance to be in command of your
focus again. If you or your neighbors do

H

is tie-dye T-shirt said, “Love and light in action.”
It was the first thing I noticed about him, but it
definitely was not the last or even the most interesting
facet of his persona. We were both waiting for a flight to
New York City, delayed 45 minutes and counting. And,
less than five minutes after he took a seat on the floor near
gate B6, his legs were pointing straight into the air, as he
supported himself on his muscled forearms.
I was not expecting a yoga demonstration. A matronly
woman with a first-class ticket sitting next to me can attest
to this, since we shared a tender moment of impressed
disbelief, one that I will always cherish. (In case you are
wondering, I knew she was flying first-class because
she mentioned it several times. I felt like Leo DiCaprio
hobnobbing with Kathy Bates and Co. in that banquet
scene of “Titanic.”)
Eventually his body was replanted in the normal, upright position of most humans and a majority of the ape
population. However, he was far from done. I watched
out of the corner of my eye as he slowly brought his legs
around his forearms and extended them straight out in
front of him, leaving him balanced on his hands like a
spinning top.
My jaw dropped, mostly out of envy. Upper body
strength is not something I have ever been known for.
What happened next only made the situation more
interesting. A young woman in a bright pink shirt, probably
in her mid-20s, stood up across from where Muscle Man
was engaging in his Spiderman-esque activities. She tried
to look purposeful as she strode across the room and sat
down in a chair opposite the boarding station, but her
motive was clear.
Somehow, without saying a word and without invading
her personal space in any tangible way, the man in the
tie-dye shirt had scared her away.
As I mentioned earlier, I was a bit uncomfortable when
his exercise began. But for the woman in the pink top to
make such a deliberate decision to vacate the premises
on his account — this activated my inner caregiver, and
before I could second-guess myself, I knelt down beside
him and extended my hand.
“Hey there. I’m Josh.”
For a brief second, I wondered if I had interrupted a
zen-like ritual; and if so, what were the repercussions of
such an unwelcome intrusion?
He shook my hand and smiled. “Matthew.”
The boarding station despot announced another 15
minutes of air-traffic delay. I shifted to a more comfortable position.
“So what’s your story, Matthew?”
Over the course of the next six or seven minutes,
Matthew told me about his life. He told me how he had
gotten involved in yoga over 10 years earlier when he was
25. I never would have guessed that he was in his late 30s,
and I told him so.
“I was a computer geek and a chef,” he said. I watched
him smile and shake his head as he thought back on these
memories. “I never got outside. I was either bent over a
computer or bent over a stove day and night. I looked like
the hunchback of Notre Dame.”
Now, 10 years later, Matthew flies up and down the
East Coast, helping associates teach yoga seminars from
New York to Atlanta. His figure is impeccable. His hair
is bleached from the sun. Nothing about him warranted
discomfort, and I was embarrassed that I had let his airport
athletics nearly shape my permanent impression of him, as
it seemed to have done with the woman in the pink top.
I spent the weekend in New York City. It was a wonderful experience, full of education and authentic Ramen
noodles. But my favorite part of the trip was this simple
exchange at the airport. It wasn’t anything out of the
ordinary; in fact, all things considered, Matthew’s story
was quite common.
However, there is a lot of beauty to be found in ordinary
things, as Pam Beesly reminded us all in the series finale
of “The Office.”
Isn’t that kind of the point?
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HANNAH MOORE is a beat reporter for the Bison. She may
be contacted at
hmoore@harding.edu.

I’ve never agreed with the concept.
I find guns frightening, dangerous and
overrated.
However, I’ve never battled with the
idea of carrying a gun, even though I
disagree with it. I battle mostly with the
idea of concealing it.
If you are going to carry a gun, at least
have the guts and respect for those around
you to do it so everyone can see you’re
armed. Be accountable for the weapon
you are toting around.
That’s why Ideal Conceal immediately concerned me. It takes a harmless
everyday object and makes it into an
undetectable weapon. Responsibility,
safety and accountability are so far out
of focus when it comes to this product.
The idea that anyone around me could
be carrying a gun is unnerving enough.
I’d rather not worry about my safety every

PRESLEY NIXON is a guest
writer for the Bison. She may
be contacted at
pnixon1@harding.edu.

Combating the mid-class snooze
madie mcguire

What’s your story?
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Is it an ‘unnerving’ invention?
presley nixon

don’t mind me...

not have any gum, mints will do the trick
as well. If you are in need of mints, there
is a bowl sitting outside of Cone Chapel
that is usually full of them.
If the gum or mint didn’t work for
you and it is worse than the early drifting
stages, then it is time to call in the fist
squeeze or the ankle alphabet. Basically
any subtle movement that you can get away
with in class to get your blood pumping
will work here.
If you are still nodding off after all of
these tips, then odds are that you have
spent the majority of the class trying to
stay awake, and you should not have too
much longer to go. With the end of the
semester in sight, I am reminded of the
movie “Finding Nemo”when Marlin carries
Dory through the maze of jellyfish. He
says to her, “Stay awake!” I, too, feel like
this is what we must do to make it to the
end. Stay awake. You can do this.
MADIE MCGUIRE is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
mmcguire@harding.edu.
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ast weekend, my Living World
Religions class took a trip to Chicago — yeah, the one that everyone
talks about — to visit several houses of
worship for other religions. Just for your
information, we went to a Baha’i temple,
a Hindu temple, a Muslim mosque, a
Sikh temple, a Jewish synagogue and a
Buddhist temple. I’m a pretty laid-back
guy and, if we are being honest, I signed
up for this class because it interested my
wife and I figured it would be nice to
have a class with her. And hey, Chicago.
We had a packed day on Friday visiting
four out of the six sites of the weekend.
Each location was relatively the same
routine. We would walk in together,
maybe cover our heads with a wrap or
take off our shoes out of respect — I
also got to wear a yarmulke — then we
would file into the place of worship and
watch the ceremony.
All of the sites we saw were amazing
and eye-opening. The buildings were
ornate, and most were extremely old.
There was so much history behind
why these people believe what they
believe — just like us, as Christians. In
a way, I was heartbroken, because what
I believe is the way to salvation isn’t
what they believed. For some, salvation
wasn’t even on their radar. They will just
continue to be reincarnated until, well,
forever. However, this isn’t the point of
my column.
The buildings were great, the history
was neat, the ideology cool — whatever.
What made the trip were the people we
met at every location struck me. At the
mosque, we arrived just in time for the
afternoon prayer. They had us take off our
shoes and seated us in the back to watch.
Our guide excused himself from us and
took his spot in line with the others. As
the prayer began, there were only a few
in line, but as the prayer went on, a few
young men hurried through the door
and got in line, followed a few minutes
later by three young boys who did the
same. A couple more minutes passed
and a man in a suit came in, removed
his hat and took his place.
I laughed and thought of all of the
times I’d been late for church, class
and other important meetings. For
some reason, I had always figured that
other religions were rigid and, in a way,
eerily regimented. However, here were
kids running in late for prayer, just as
I had run in late for the early service
on Sundays.
After the mosque, we visited a Sikh
temple where we were served a langar,
or an evening meal, that anyone — and
I mean anyone— can attend. Sikhs as a
whole aim for equality. From the richest
of the rich to the poorest of the poor,
anyone can get a meal with them. These
people served us as honored guests that
evening. After our meal, we were led to
a different part of the building where
we simply listened to our Sikh guide
tell stories.
He talked to us about having an
arranged marriage and what it was like.
He made us laugh too many times to
count. He made jokes about his daughters marrying out of his family and
taking last names like “Silverstein.” It
became apparent to me that although
our religious backgrounds are different,
there is absolutely nothing different
about our human natures. Our ability
to connect transcends our differences
in a very big way. I hope one day many
of those we met think about this whole
Christianity thing, and remember that
time they were with us. For now, I will
remember them, pray for them and do
my very best to spread the word about
these kind, selfless human beings.
ZACH HAILEY is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
zhailey@harding.edu.
Twitter: @zach_hailey
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Shining a light on
world religions
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‘There’s a stirring deep within me’
anna winchester

guest
writer

W

e all feel stirrings deep within us on
a daily basis. I’m not talking about
physical stirrings like gas or hunger gurgles,
but deeper, soul-shaking desires. Sometimes we
feel a stirring that causes us to act impulsively,
and sometimes we feel stirrings and decide
to ignore them altogether.
What I think is even more peculiar than
the desires we have is the reaction we have
to those desires. Impulsively-answered stirrings don’t always have a happy ending, and
the stirrings we often reject and push to the
back of our minds could potentially have the
greatest results. Socially, it seems to be more
acceptable to ignore something we disagree

with or situations we believe we could improve.
But what if we didn’t push those impulsive
ideas to the back of our minds?
April is Autism Awareness Month, and
in my family, it has always been a month of
celebration. My 18-year-old brother Sam
is on the autism spectrum, and April is a
month of thankfulness for the unique heart
he has. The other day, a friend asked me if
my brother’s autism has brought about any
challenges to our family, and all I could say
was, “Well, I can’t imagine my brother any
differently, so who’s to say that there would
be more or less challenges if he did not have
autism?” He has a compassionate heart and
an impulsive mind.
When I think of stirrings and impulsivity, I
often think of my brother because I would use
both of those words to describe his character.
When I have an impulsive, thoughtful idea,
like joining someone who is sitting alone in
the cafeteria, I use rationality to talk myself
out of it every time. My brother, on the other
hand, does not engage in the same rationality;
he acts on those desires when he feels them.

I am so thankful for that example.
This year as I began to think of April and
the celebration of my brother, I decided I would
act on a stirring in honor of him. Organizing
a fundraiser, even when you’re not doing it
alone, is an intimidating first stirring to act
on, but I attempted to ignore my rationality
like Sam would. When I finally expressed it,
other people affirmed my idea and decided
to join the cause, and it went surprisingly
well. It is daunting and overwhelming, but
as cliche as it sounds, when we act on the
stirrings we feel, it truly can make this world
a better place.
I encourage you to act on the stirrings that
you feel. Share your dreams and desires with
others and more often than not, you’ll find
that there’s a stirring in them that reflects
the stirring in you.
ANNA WINCHESTER is a student
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
awinchester@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Joshua Johnson at jjohnson4@harding.edu.
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have never actually sent or received a
text. That fact may come as a surprise,
especially to those of you who have already
sent more than three since you started
reading this column. I could give my
usual stump speech about how texting is
simultaneously ruining the attention span,
manners, posture, communication skills,
and spelling of virtually everyone, but I
think I have discovered a more nuanced
argument.
Other countries have started to crack
down on distracted texting. In China, officials have proposed special “cellphone-only”
walking lanes on city streets, where clumsy
pedestrians who no longer look up after
leaving the house can now bump exclusively
into each other, instead of knocking over
elderly people who stubbornly prefer to
look where they are going.
While the idea sounds clever, I suspect
the Chinese have not thought this through,
since these lanes will have to be really, really
wide to accommodate the texting masses.
Even wider than in the classic “Seinfeld”
episode where Kramer adopts a stretch of
highway and repaints the white stripes to
make extra roomy lanes — the interstate
equivalent of first-class airplane travel. But
since WUI (walking under the influence)
now affects billions of people, the text-only
lanes may not solve the problem.
Yet it will create a Darwinian survival-of-the-fittest arena, where the species
best adapted to walk while looking straight
ahead will have the sidewalks entirely to
themselves, while the rest of the population
flails about in the “struggle for existence”
— falling into open manholes, stepping
in front of oncoming traffic, running over
each other with baby strollers. In such an
environment, only a select few will survive
to pass their text-free walking skills on to
the next generation.

michael
claxton

Incidentally, China is policing more
than just foot traffic. I recently read that
Chinese theater ushers are now using lasers
to zap disruptive texting patrons during
movies and concerts. At first I was alarmed
at this new tactic. While it could in fact
cut down on the single greatest public
nuisance of the 21st century, the death
penalty seemed a tad harsh for the crime
of texting during “Zootopia.” However, I
kept reading the article, and when I realized that the ushers were merely using
red laser pointers and were not actually
incinerating rude customers with proton
beams, I lost interest.
But back to my evolution analogy. I
started to wonder if texting had any adaptive benefits that might actually promote
long-term species survival. I conducted
extensive research on YouTube, only to
find endless videos of texting pedestrians
falling into fountains at the mall. A few
fared much worse. One guy barely looked
up in time to escape a black bear, while
another woman sent a text right before
she walked straight into Lake Michigan.
All this seemed to reinforce my fear that
the vast majority of our species is doomed.
However, you’ll be relieved to discover
that there is hope at the end of the “send”
button. According to a 2015 Cornell University study, texting during minor surgery
may decrease the need for pain medication.

To be clear, we are not talking about the
doctors. It is still illegal for a surgeon to
send a text while he is elbow deep in Mrs.
McGillicuddy’s appendix.
But the study clearly demonstrated
benefits for patients undergoing minor
surgery with local anesthesia. As it turns
out, those who sent text messages during
the ordeal required six times less pain
medication than those who simply read the
latest People magazine. Granted, there is a
slight design flaw in the study, since most
people need at least a baby aspirin to make
it through an issue of People magazine.
Yet the results are encouraging. Even
though cellphone-walking accidents may
eventually wipe out a significant percent
of the human species, the rest will build
up an adaptive resistance to pain while
under local anesthesia. That could be the
deciding factor in who among us survives
the Sixth Extinction.
Not to mention the fact that local
anesthetic is better for the environment,
since you don’t have to bring it in from
out of town. I only patronize doctors who
use local Searcy products. None of this
imported Memphis-style anesthetic for
me, even if does have a tangy after-burn.
So there you have it, my friends. Conclusive proof that if you text while walking
and fall into the lake, get bitten by a bear
or beamed by a laser pointer, then you will
survive the resulting minor surgery under
a home-grown anesthetic as long as you
keep on texting through the pain. Think of
the adaptive skills you’ll be passing onto
your children.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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Salley
Says

Kobe is
overrated

This might be an unpopular opinion, but it needs
to be said: Kobe Bryant
is a great player, but he is
overrated. I realize that
he is an icon for people
our age. I realize that he’s
the “Mamba” or whatever,
but he is overrated, and
here’s why:
1. He’s not the best player
at his position, arguably
not even on his own team,
and he’s certainly not the
best player of his own era.
Michael Jordan exists
(as Kobe is well aware,
since he basically copied
Jordan in everything), so
Kobe will never be the
best at his position. On
top of that, the NBA logo
is the silhouette of Lakers
shooting guard Jerry West.
A very real argument could
be made that Kobe wouldn’t
even start for the “All-Time
Los Angeles Lakers” squad.
Also, don’t forget that Tim
Duncan, who played at the
exact same time, is better.
(I’m sorry if you don’t agree
with that, but it’s just the
truth.)
2. He owes three of his
titles to Shaq and one of
them to Ron Artest.
Kobe rode Shaq’s coattails
to three straight titles in the
washed-up post-Jordan era
of the NBA, and people act
like Kobe won the Lakers
those championships. Those
were Shaq’s teams. Kobe was
the Robin to Shaq’s Batman
for more than half of his
titles. During his last one,
in 2010, Kobe — who his
beloved fans would have you
believe is the most clutch
player of all time — shot
six of 24 from the field in a
crucial Game 7 against the
Celtics. He got bailed out
by Ron Artest, who had the
game of his life. Seriously,
go look up the stats from
that game. It’s bad.
3. He jacked up more
bad shots than anyone ever.
Kobe holds the NBA
record for most missed
shots in a career. That’s not
exactly a record with glory
etched into it. In fact, Kobe
shot 44 percent from the
field for his career. That is
abysmal — due in large part
to a career’s worth of forced
shots and ball-hogging.
4. He has almost singlehandedly driven his
franchise into the ground.
That ’s what happens
when you handicap your
team by accepting the largest contract in the league
at age 38 when you can’t
play anymore and refuse
to restructure it in order
to give your team money
to go get better players.
Kobe has scored a lot
of points and has been
important to the league
in dozens of ways. But we
could have done without
all of this “Goodbye Kobe”
hoopla. He’s a great player,
but let’s not make him bigger
than what he is: the fourth
or fifth best Laker.
DAVID SALLEY is the sports
editor for the Bison. He
may be contacted at
dsalley@harding.edu.
Twitter: @dsalley24

April 15, 2016

Vol. 91, No. 18

Baseball sweeps first-place UAM
By Garrett White
Student Writer
The baseball team swept
first-place University of
Arkansas at Monticello
(UAM) in a three-game
Great American Conference
(GAC) series this past weekend, April 8-9, at Weevils
Field in Monticello.
Harding secured a 7-4
win over the Weevils on
Friday, followed by 5-3 and
8-7 wins in the doubleheader
on Saturday. The Bisons rose
to 18-20 overall and 10-14
in the GAC.
“ We just had a good
week of practice that week
before the games,” head
coach Patrick McGaha
said. “We were able to relax
a bit before going to play
Monticello and just play
to our ability.”

In the third inning of game
one, sophomore outfielder
Chris Taylor and senior
infielder Alan Copeland
both drove in runs, giving
Harding the 2-0 lead. UAM
closed in with three runs in
the bottom of the fourth
inning, but in the fifth inning,
Taylor sent in two runs with
a bases-loaded single and
Copeland launched a threerun home run, solidifying
their 7-4 victory.
“Winning the first game
was huge,” Taylor, the
GAC Player of the Week,
said. “We knew our backs
were against the wall going
against the number one, but
we knew we had a chance to
make it into the tournament
picture, so we all did our
jobs and came out with a
satisfying win.”

In game two, Harding’s
first score came in the sixth
inning after senior infielder
Noah Chandler hit a sacrifice fly that sent sophomore
infielder Grant Guest to
home plate. UAM took a
3-1 lead with three runs
in the bottom of the eighth
inning, until Taylor walked
and scored on a two-out
triple from senior outfielder
Zac Stewart. Stewart then
scored on a hit from senior
outfielder Harrison Hunter,
tying the game at 3.
In the 11th inning,
Hunter scored on a double from Guest and then
Guest scored on a double
from senior catcher Jaxon
Mohr, to push the Bisons
to a 5-3 win.
In game three, Harding
began with three runs in the

top of the first inning, but
UAM responded with two
runs in the bottom of the
first and four runs in the
second to make the game
6-3. Harding trailed 7-4 in
the sixth inning until Taylor
scored off of a base hit from
Mohr. With two men on
base, senior catcher Davis
Richardson hit his second
homerun of the season to
win the game 8-7 and the
series 3-0.
“To sweep Monticello
was a huge momentum
swing for us,” sophomore
pitcher Reed Roberts,
GAC Pitcher of the Week,
said. “It gave us a positive
mindset for this weekend
against Northwestern and
reminded us that we are
still more than capable at
accomplishing all we want

out of our season.”
According to Taylor,
winning this series gave
the team confidence going
ahead. Taylor said that the
season has not gone the way
they wanted, but after this
weekend, he felt like things
are changing and the team
is starting to believe in its
ability.
“To sweep a series against
the first place team in the
conference was a big momentum booster for us,”
McGaha said. “This weekend is a huge series against
Northwest Oklahoma State.
They’re behind us in the
standings and the team that
wins this series this weekend
will probably have a leg up
on making the conference
tournament, so we’re hoping
we can play well.”

COURTESY OF JEFF MONTGOMERY

Junior thrower Josh Syrotchen claimed the longest throw in NCAA DII this season at the Harding Invitational on April 2 with a
throw of 198 feet, 8 inches. The throw is the 8th best in the NCAA across all divisions and the 36th best in the world in 2016.

Josh Syrotchen and the road less traveled

Harding’s record thrower passed up DI offers, now aims for Olympic Trials
By David Salley
Sports Editor
Most college athletes,
no matter what sport they
play, share one common
dream: to win a national
championship. There is,
though, a rare breed that aim
even higher — junior discus
thrower Josh Syrotchen is
one of them.
When Syrotchen ripped
off a 198 feet, 8 inch throw
two weekends ago in the
Harding Invitational, he
not only crushed his own
school record and claimed
the best throw in NCAA
DII this season, but he
also took a big step towards
his ultimate goal for 2016:
qualifying for the Olympic
Trials this summer.
“It’s my junior year, so the
national championship isn’t
sitting as heavy on me as the
Olympic Trials, since they
only happen every four years,”
Syrotchen said. “So, for me,
with my head aimed at the
trials, the right mindset for
the national championship
just comes along with it.”
Syrotchen’s throw of
198 feet, eight inches is
the longest throw in DII
this year by 15 feet, the 8th
longest in the NCAA all

divisions, 18th in the U.S.
and 36th in the world for
2016. While Syrotchen’s
feats are astounding, it is
safe to say that not many
DII schools can claim a
world-class thrower. This begs
the question, what brought
Syrotchen to Harding in the
first place?
“ The University of
Washington wanted me to
walk-on for football and
throw for track, so junior
year (of high school) my
plan was to go to Washington State or the University
of Washington, but then I
met Tori – my wife – on a
cruise ship, and that’s why I
picked Harding,” Syrotchen
said. “She was going to come
here either way, so at that
point, when I heard she was
coming to Harding, I sent
an email out to the football
coach and track coach and
just told them I wanted to
come visit.”
Syrotchen followed Tori
to Harding and accepted a
football scholarship while
walking-on to the track team
in the fall of 2012. But after
injuries riddled his first two
seasons on the gridiron, he
realized it was time to focus
on discus alone.

Harding throws coach
Meghan Kessler, who threw
at Purdue University before
transferring to Harding in
2012 and later becoming
an assistant coach for the
Bisons, said that decision
was one of the most difficult
Syrotchen had to make on
the road to his success.
“I’ ll never forget the
practice we had the day that
he quit football,” Kessler
said. “Because it was his
worst practice ever. We just
sat there and talked about
it the entire time.”
Despite letting go of a
sport he loved, Syrotchen
showed natural ability in
the circle right off of the bat.
“His first year he threw
10 feet under his (personal
record) from high school,
which is pretty ridiculous
after taking a year and a
half off and increasing your
weight and your implement,”
Kessler said. “At that point
I was like, ‘OK, we need to
take this seriously.’”
After finishing 4th at
nationals in 2014 and 3rd in
2015, Syrotchen has taken
his abilities to a new level in
his junior year. He packed
on 20 pounds of muscle and
added 120 pounds to his

bench press in the offseason, and has subsequently
increased his distance by
nearly 20 feet. His strides
physically, though, do not
come close to comparing
with the strides he has
made mentally in trusting
Kessler’s coaching.
“Trusting (Kessler) was
key,” Syrotchen said. “I used
to come out to practice and
question what I was doing,
so I wasn’t focusing and putting full effort into actually
getting better. Instead, I was
wondering if what she said
was legitimate and was going
to actually make me better.”
Another key for Syrotchen this season has been his
now-wife, Tori, who got
him to Harding in the first
place. She said getting to
experience his success and
preparation firsthand the
past few months has been
exhilarating.
“The meet after he threw
his 198, he was just studying
his good throws and his bad
throws, and I think that’s
part of his success because
he studies his craft and he
wants to be better at it,”
Tori said. “I told him that
night that when he threw
that 198, it felt like I threw

that 198 – I was that excited
for him.”
Syrotchen’s craft could
very well carry him to his
goal of qualifying for the
O lympic Trials in July.
The top 24 throwers in the
country go to the trials,
and Syrotchen currently
sits at 18th. However, he
still has a chance to qualify
automatically by hitting a
distance of 62 meters on a
throw in his next four meets.
That distance is only five
feet further than his throw
at the Harding Invitational
and something both he and
Kessler feel is within his
reach. One thing is certain,
though, in Syrotchen’s case:
Harding — while perhaps an
unconventional choice — has
proved to be the right one
in more ways than simply
track and field.
“When we defend (Syrotchen’s choice to come to
Harding), the proof is in the
pudding,” Kessler said. “It’s
right there. This is why he’s
here. God brought us here
together. He brought Josh
here for his wife, I had to
transfer here, and we are
here together for a reason
— and for some reason, it
is working.”
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Freshman infielder Alexus Lawellin makes a throw from her knees during the Lady Bisons’ doubleheader against the University of Arkansas Monticello on
Saturday, April 9. Lawellin hit her 4th home run of the season against UAM.

4B | Friday, April 15, 2016

Softball drops series to UAM despite walkoff win
By Dustin Schandevel
Student Writer
The Lady Bisons softball team
picked up one win in four games
against the University of Arkansas
Monticello (UAM) Blossoms on
April 8-9. They fell to 26-20 overall
and 18-16 in conference. The Lady
Bisons are currently 6th in the
Great American Conference (GAC)
standings. The top eight teams in
the conference will advance to the
GAC Tournament in Bentonville,
Arkansas, on April 28-30.
The Lady Bisons won the first
game of the series 6-5 after freshman outfielder Peyton Mills hit her
second walk-off of the year. Junior
pitcher Hannah Johnson picked
up her 13th win after pitching a
complete game.

The Lady Bisons got things
going early after junior catcher
Kimmy Hendricks hit a two-run
home run, but the Blossoms responded in the fifth inning when
they rallied to take a 3-2 lead.
Harding regained the lead in the
bottom of the fifth after a home
run by freshman infielder Alexus
Lawellin and an RBI double from
Hendricks. After UAM came back
and tied it at 5-5 in the sixth, the
Lady Bisons had a chance to end
the game in the last inning; Mills
hit her fifth home run of the year
to win the game for Harding.
Mills said having her family there
to see the walk-off home run made
the moment even more special.
“My grandparents flew in from
Arizona to watch the games,”

Mills said. “After I hit it my Papa
Moe walked behind the fence and
grabbed the ball and hid it in his
jacket so he could keep it.”
Johnson, who leads the team
with a 2.77 ERA, gave credit to
her teammates for the win.
“Picking up my 13th win was
amazing personally and also for the
team,” Johnson said. “I wouldn’t be
able to have any wins if they weren’t
behind me.”
The Lady Bisons came up short in
game two, falling 8-6. Errors played
a key part in the first inning, as the
Blossoms took a 2-0 lead on two
hits and two Harding errors. The
Lady Bisons answered back in the
bottom of the first after Mills hit a
two-run bomb to right center field.
The Lady Bisons then took a 3-2

lead after freshman utility player
Kristen Dempsey hit a solo shot to
left center field, her first collegiate
home run, but UAM responded by
powering themselves to an 8-3 lead
heading into the fifth. Although
junior outfielder Courtney Derrick
hit her first homer of the year to
make it 8-6 in the sixth, the Lady
Bisons were unable to pull any closer.
Harding only registered three hits
in game three, and they fell 8-0. The
Blossoms took a 5-0 lead going into
the sixth inning as errors plagued
the Lady Bisons’ defense again,
finishing with four. The Blossoms
tacked on three more runs in the
sixth after a three-run home run.
The Lady Bisons were shut out for
just the fourth time this season in
conference play.

The Lady Bisons got the offense
going in game four but fell again,
losing 7-5. UAM took a 3-1 lead
into the fourth inning after hitting
a two-run home run. Harding tied
the game up after RBIs by junior
infielder Amanda Berdon and
redshirt junior outfielder Heather
Montgomery, but the fifth inning
got away from the Lady Bisons as
the Blossoms tacked on four runs
on four hits. The Lady Bisons rallied
in the last inning after scoring two
runs to make it 7-5. They had a
runner on base with the tying run
at the plate in the seventh, but could
not execute the comeback.
Harding will play a four-game
series against Northwestern Oklahoma State University today and
tomorrow in Alva, Oklahoma.

Bisons tennis victorious over OBU, eyes GAC title

By Alex Wingrove
Student Writer
The Harding men’s tennis team defeated
Oklahoma Baptist University (OBU) 6-3
on Saturday, April 9. The Bisons’ overall
record is now 10-5, and 1-1 in the Great
American Conference.
Harding won two of three doubles
matches on Saturday, resulting in victories for
sophomore Carlos Crisostomo and freshman
Henrique Vieira, as well as junior Brandon
Hogland and freshman Chase Stumne.
“Doubles are for sure our strength as a
team,” Stumne said. “We feel really confident
taking at least two of the three in a given
match.”
In singles, Harding won four out of the
six total matches. Sophomore Adrian Torrico,

junior Neto Cacace, Hogland and Stumne
each defeated the players of OBU. Both
Hogland and Stumne said that the team
played well as a whole this weekend, but
they think that the team could improve on
singles play across the board. Stumne also
said that it might have been the best he has
ever seen Cacace play singles.
“Both my strength and my team’s strengths
this past weekend was the will to win,”
Hogland said. “We supported each other
even if the circumstances looked grim.”
Head coach David Redding also said that
the team plays well in doubles at all three
lines but could improve in their return of
serves and their net game.
“Each doubles team has a lot of faith in
each other, and there is no quit in any of the

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

What restaurant probably
has your order memorized?
If you were one of the seven
dwarves, which one would
you be and why?

Emily Faulkner
Tennis

Starbucks.

Happy, because
I’m always happy.

What professional athlete
do you most look up to?

Maria Sharapova
has always been
a huge role model
to me.

What is your favorite
breakfast cereal?

Frosted Flakes or
Frosted Mini
Wheats.

players when they are down in a match or
no complacency when they are up,” Redding
said. “Overall, our doubles play has either
kept us in the tough matches or has put us
in a commanding position going into singles
play against equal or lesser components.”
Redding said that coming into the season
his main goal as a coach was to assimilate
well with his players, create a sense of family
and earn their trust. He said he is pleased
with how they function as a team and the
direction they are headed.
“We are coming down to the end of
the season and our goal of winning the
conference championship is still on the
table,” Redding said. “While we are not the
favorite, I have no doubt that we will fight
and claw for every point and compete in

Hunter Payne
Baseball

Mi Pueblito. Went
there the last four days
in a row.

Dopey.

Clayton Kershaw.

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch.

Katelyn Walker
Golf

such a way that honors God in the attempt
to reach that goal.”
Redding said the players have worked
very hard all season, bonding together as
a team and showing a tremendous knack
for staying in matches when they could
have given up.
“It ’s been a pleasure to coach these
players this year, and I look forward to
their continued success next season, as
well,” Redding said.
The Bisons do not have any seniors
graduating this year, so they will be able
to continue to work together as the same
team during the next season. The team
played against Ouachita Baptist University
on Thursday, April 14, but results were not
available at press time.

Sarah Coleman
Track

K.J.’s. Not just fried

Glen’s Smokehouse chicken day either, but
Barbecue.
every day of the week.
Happy, because I’m
usually laughing at
something.

Jordan Spieth.

Marley Edwards
Softball

Tropical Smoothie.
Doc. He’s the only

Sleepy, because one that isn’t obligated
to maintain one
I love cushy beds
mood, unlike the other
and nap time.
six.

I feel like politics are
kind of a professional
sport and Leslie Knope
is the epitome of everything
I ever want to be.

It’s the cereal at
So tough. Either
Wal-Mart that is like
a Captain Crunch Cinnamon Toast Crunch
or Reese’s Puffs.
with Lucky Charms
and it’s to die for.

#Re2pect

Lucky Charms.
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Alumni build app for outdoor aficionados
By Kaleb Turner
News Editor

SAVANNA DISTEFANO| THE BISON

Users can post photos of their hunts on Hembow,
an application designed by two Harding alumni.
The app is available in the iOS App Store and
the Google Play Store.

Two Harding graduates are turning
their passion for the outdoors into a
passion for sharing success stories with
like-minded outdoorsmen and women.
Chad Griffin, 1997 graduate, and
Paul Maple, 1996 graduate, have developed Hembow, a mobile application
that allows outdoorsmen and women to
share their successes from hunts, check
out tips for gear and track weather
conditions, according to the Hembow
website. The app includes features like
location tracking, species identification
and weapons cataloging.
“We started Hembow as a way to
create a community for the outdoorsmen and women to share, post and
comment about their hunts,” Griffin
said. “ We wanted something that
could give a more directed audience
for these types of people besides just
other social media sites.”
Griffin said that people who post
their hunting trip successes to social
media sites like Facebook sometimes
receive backlash, so Hembow is a safe
environment for users to share photos
and tips about their recent hunt.
According to Maple, the initial stages
of the project — the idea, funding and

development — began over two years
ago. Maple said the team’s current role
is maintaining the business plan and
functionality of the project as a whole,
while an app professional handles the
technical aspects of the app. As the
app continues to grow in popularity
and usefulness, Griffin said he wants
to learn from the users and discover
what they want in order to help expand
the Hembow app.
“With updated versions of the application, we really want to learn from
our users,” Griffin said. “We don’t want
to recreate the wheel with ideas that
may not fit, so it’s important that our
users direct where we update from here.”
Maple said another important
aspect of promoting the brand is to
start local and utilize organic growth
via the outdoorsmen and women using
the app to bring more users on board.
“We’re really in the walk-beforeyou-run stage right now,” Maple said.
“We want to start advertising locally
and then get local adoption in central
Arkansas and grow throughout the
South from there.”
Due to the campus’s proximity to
wildlife and recreation, Griffin said
Harding is where his passion for
outdoors began to develop.

“My love for the outdoors really
grew while I was at Harding,” Griffin
said. “My friends were involved in the
outdoors, so I got involved, too. Harding
helped shape my love for the outdoors
and the passion I have for this app.”
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We started Hembow
as a way to create a
community for the
outdoorsmen and women to
share, post and comment
about their hunts
-Chad Griffin
Hembow developer
D uring their time at Harding,
Griffin and Maple’s friendship grew,
which has helped make this process
easier and more meaningful for the
two friends.
“Harding is a place that has impacted
my life for sure,” Maple said. “Chad
and I were really close at Harding, and
without that connection, this project
wouldn’t have happened.”
While the app remains a part-time
job for now, both shared the same hope
that it might turn into a full-time
project. The free app is compatible with
all mobile devices and is available for
download in the iOS App Store and
the Google Play Store.

Students perform as new band ‘Keith!’
By Trent Yurcho
Student Writer
Savanna DiStefano
Features Editor

“There’s some unexplainable
aspect of life that is only brought
forth by playing music with other
people, a synergy that can’t be
faked,” senior John Hoehn said.
“There are no barriers with music,
or at least there should not be.”
Hoehn said he always of playing
music. Piano, guitar, accordion and
ukulele — Hoehn said he will play
whatever he can get a hold of.
In 2014, Hoehn and freshman
Matthew Garner formed the

dorm-room band, “The Australian
Moose Opera (AMO)” with two
others. They formed the band out
of necessity, Garner said, because
they were musicians looking for
an outlet.
After the fad faded, the duo
teamed up with freshman James
Mosely and senior Tyler Huss
under a new band, “Justus and
Jury,” but the band name did not
feel quite right.
After hearing the name “Keith”
mentioned on a TV show as “the
ugliest, most-worst man’s name
ever,” and remembering naming
his opponent “ Keith” in his

“Pokemon” video game, Mosely
said he motioned to change the
band’s name to just that — “Keith.”
Hoehn said a poll of potential
band names, including “Keith,”
was conducted on Twitter to determine the most likeable option.
Hoehn said he requested that an
exclamation point be added to
“spice it up,” forming the name,
“Keith!”
According to Garner, the four
students have performed three
times as “Keith!” with crowds
up to 100 people. The band has
performed during a social club
function, Smiles Day and an

Setting new limits

Arkansas fights human trafficking
The fourth and final installment of
‘The path from invisible captivity’ series
By Savanna DiStefano
Features Editor

Partners Against Trafficking Humans
(PATH) provides ser vices to sexually
exploited women. While the organization does not currently run a safe house,
it continues to provide services through
a day center in Arkansas while working
closely with other organizations to find
safe places for victims across the U.S.
The last facility was closed in October
2014 due to limited expenses, but is expected
to reopen in July. Funds have been raised
to keep the next shelter open for at least
two years, according to PATH founder and
executive director Louise Allison.
Sex-trafficking survivor Britney Boykin
graduated from PATH in 2014 and is
currently at a transitional living facility
that monitors her while she lives on her
own. She is required to sign in and out,
take drug tests and to get passes leave
with family.
“I’ve come a long way,” Boykin said. “I
felt like I was in that movie ‘Castaway’ with
Tom Hanks where he talks to that ball. (My
first pimp) had a little Chihuahua that I
would talk to … He got me through a lot
of days, and now I don’t have to just talk
to a dog. I have people here at transitional
living I talk to.”
Boykin said she advocates for sex-trafficking victims by speaking to various
audiences such as graduates from foster
care, college students and news media.
“I just want to get the word out that
there’s a lot of women who think they
deserve that life (of exploitation), and
there’s a lot of women who think they’re
stuck in (trafficking) forever, but I just
want to let them know that there’s other
opportunities,” Boykin said. “There are
ways to get out of it, and they don’t deserve
that life just because they made some bad
decisions in life. Nobody deserves that.”
Boykin has been drug-free for 16 months
and plans to earn a college degree, though
she is not certain on a career.
“I really feel like being a caregiver is
what I always wanted to do,” Boykin said.

“I don’t know if eventually one day I will
be a drug counselor … but I know that
one day I’m going to go back to school.”
The Polaris Project recognized Arkansas as the most improved state in 2013
regarding anti-trafficking laws when the
state established a task force to address
human trafficking in, of which Allison
is a member.
There’s a lot of women
who think they’re stuck in
(trafficking) forever, but I just
want to let them know that
there’s other opportunities.
-Britney Boykin
sex-trafficking survivor

Law enforcement training, new legislation
against those charged with trafficking, and
mandated postings of the National Human
Trafficking Resource Center Hotline were
part of the 2013 anti-trafficking movement
in Arkansas, according to polarisproject.org.
The 2014 Arkansas Task Force Report for
the Prevention of Human Trafficking states
hotline information is to be advertised in
hotels, airports, train and bus stops, and
sexually-oriented businesses.
According to Allison, the 24-hour PATH
helpline receives approximately 100 calls
a year. Some women are helped through
a day facility while others are referred to
other organizations for further assistance.
PATH partners with New Hope Youth
Ministries, a non-profit in Russellville,
Arkansas, that assists child survivors of sex
trafficking, and New Eyes, an organization
that provides outreach services in Arkansas. PATH plans to develop programs in
Arkansas cities Hot Springs, Jonesboro,
Ft. Smith, Fayetteville and Arkadelphia,
according to pathsaves.org.
If you or someone you know is a victim
of sex trafficking, call the PATH helpline
at (501) 301-HELP. For more information,
visit pathsaves.org.
This is the f inal installment of “The path
from invisible captivity” series. The f irst
three installments of the series can be found
online at thelink.harding.edu.

auction for the Elliot Foundation, an organization dedicated
to education and prevention of
suicide.
Inspired by the bands “Cage
the Elephant” and “The Black
K e y s , ” “ K e i t h ! ” p l ay s mu s i c
from various genres including
rap rock, alternative rock and
c l a s s i c ro c k . T h e b a n d a l s o
takes different genres of music
and turns them into rap songs,
according to Hoehn.
“I love the performance (part
of being in a band),” Hoehn
said. “(I enjoy) bringing a whole
bunch of people into the same

head space and bringing smiles
to people or watching them jump
up and down.”
Garner said “Keith!” would
not have been possible if not for
Harding bringing the students
together on one campus.
“Harding has given us the
chance to meet each other, and
through our own development,
both as Christians, and as young
adults, we were able to create
something that has already gone
beyond ourselves,” Garner said.
“None of this would be possible
without the wonderful people
that we go to school with.”
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Fight germs and allergies with prevention tips
By Amanda Floyd
Head Photographer

April showers bring May flowers.
Hello allergy season!
For most people, spring is an
enjoyable time of year. Trees are
budding and flowers are blooming.,
but for those with allergies, it can
be miserable.
Every spring, trees, grasses and
weeds release tiny grains called pollen
into the air to fertilize other plants.
This pollen then
gets
into

the bodies of those with allergies and
causes them to have terrible sniffling
and sneezing fits. This condition is
called allergic rhinitis, also known
as hay fever.
According to the American
Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and
Immunology (AAAAI), roughly
7.8 percent of Americans 18 or older
experience hay fever. In addition,
allergic rhinitis affects between 10
to 30 percent of people worldwide.
Allergies are everywhere, and
sadly, there is no magical cure.
The best thing to do is to just treat
the symptoms and strengthen the
immune system.
According to Director of Health
Services Lynn McCarty, allergies are

caused when pollen enters the body
and the immune system mistakenly
sees the pollen as a foreign invader.
This sends the immune system into
overdrive, and a substance called
histamine is released.
Histamine triggers the reactions
that lead to the common allergy
symptoms: scratchy, red, burning
eyes, sneezing, a sore throat or anything; else that can make someone
feel miserable.
Junior Haley Crowe said that
her allergies become so bad that
she sometimes experiences flu-like
symptoms.
“I went to the nurse this spring
because it was the worst it’s been in
a long while,” Crowe said. “She’s
like ‘I think you have the flu, sweetheart,’ and I was like ‘No, I don’t, I
promise you.’”
The most common triggers for
allergies include dust, mold, pollen,
animal dander, foods, medicines,
latex, insect bites and nuts — just
to name a few. Pay close attention
to these allergies, however, because
some can have significant results or
even be life-threatening.

Fashion trends bring back ’70s
By Phoebe Cunningham
Asst. Copy Editor

Spring not only ushers
in new blooms and new
weather, but new fashion.
Higher temperatures and
longer days call for Spring
2016 trends to be unveiled.
The past couple of seasons
have seen a revitalization
of fashion-forward decades
such as the ’80s and ’90s,
and Spring 2016 is no
different. This season,
fashionistas can expect
to see the earthy, hippy-influenced clothing
of the early 1970s.
Spring 2016 is littered
with looks that Janis
Joplin, Joni Mitchell
or Karen Carpenter
would sport at their
next concert or date
night. These are the
mu s t - h a ve t re n d s
of Spring 2016, ’70s
edition:
Earthtones — The
colors to wear this
season are neutr al
earthtones inspired
by the blues of the
mountains, browns of
the deserts and pinks of
sunsets. Look for blush
pinks and navy blues to
contrast the warmth of
neutrals. These colors are
paired with soft fabrics and
loose-fitting stylings which
epitomize early ’70s fashion.
Light-washed Denim
— For a while, now, dark
wash denim has dominated
the fashion scene, but this
season light wash is making
a comeback. Whether it’s in
pants or a jacket form, expect
to see light wash in anything
and everything from cut-off

shorts, button-downed skirts to
overalls. Remember, denim
is always in. The light wash
jean pairs nicely with
earthtones for a cool,
California vibe.
T he flare — Bell
bottoms are no longer an
homage to your parents’
teenage days, the flare is
in and taking center stage
this season. Look for
the flare in the classic
high-waisted jean
style, but the flare
isn’t restricted to just
jeans. Shirt sleeves,
blouse detailing and
dress hemlines will
sport the flare trend
as well.
Fringe, lace and
crochet — Along with
earthtones, shoppers can
expect to see lots of texture
in stores as fringe, lace
and crochet pieces make a
splash this spring. Fring on
skirts, tops and accessories
will accompany feminine
lace blouses and crochet
detailing on many stores’
shelves. Look for fringe
detailing on necklaces
and crochet in halter
and crop tops.
You can shop these
must-have trends at stores
such as Old Navy, Forever21 and H&M, who all
have worthy collections
inspired by the cool style
of the early ’70s. Or
perhaps snag one-of-akind vintage pieces from
thrift stores, yard sales
or your grandma’s closet.
Whichever your source,
make sure to spring
into the new season
with the right look.

Lavender
latte

Graphic by Rachel Gibson

to
help
w ith her a llergies. From her experience
seeing allergy specialists, she said
she learned that medicines often
only target symptoms — putting
a band-aid on the problem.
“ If you can bui ld up you r
immune system and do a more
holistic approach, instead of
just ta rgeting the sy mptoms
and actually going after what
your body is doing to cause that
all to happen, then you’re going
to be a thousand times better,”
Jackson said.
In the end, you can’t avoid
allergies. Eventually you must
come to terms with them and
learn to handle the symptoms.

Courtesy of Nintendo.com

Nintendo releases social media app

By Zach Hailey
Editor-in-Chief

Nintendo’s first mobile app
Miitomo was launched in the
U.S. on March 17. When first
announced, some guessed that
Nintendo’s app would be a new
game of sorts, but many were
surprised when the company
introduced Miitomo as a new
social media platform.
Miitomo allows users to
create an avatar of themselves
called a Mii. Once users have
created their Mii, they are given
the opportunity to take their
first Miifoto in the photo booth.
Miifotos consist of a background, text and the user’s Mii.
Photos from your smartphone
can be uploaded as backgrounds
to your Miifoto, which adds
a great element to the photo
booth. Many font choices, Mii
poses and facial expressions
are available to help add spice
to the photos users may take.
After the Miifoto, the Mii
walks the user through a tutorial
of the game. Users can answer
open-ended questions about
themselves and share opinions
which their Mii will then share
with other users that visit them.

By conversing with other Miis,
the user gains in-app currency
that can be used to purchase
clothes from the shop and play
games that earn items. New
clothes are added to the shop
daily to keep users coming to
check in.Earning the maximum
amount of coins per day helps
keep funds available for items
the user may want to purchase.
Miis gain levels in fashion by
changing their outfits daily and
levels in popularity through
talking to other users’ Miis,
which can be added through
Facebook and Twitter.
Unlike most character-based
apps, Miis have a life of their
own outside of their user.When
the app opens, the user’s Mii
might be out and about socializing with friends or taking a
photo. Users shouldn’t worry,
however — there is an option
to call the Mii back to his or
her home.
Users can like and comment
on other Miis’answered questions
to gain popularity experience
and coins.
When reading an answered
question, the Mii speaks aloud
all that was typed out, then the

Miis who commented answer
aloud — adding a spoken
aspect to social media for the
first time.
All-in-all,this app is adorable
and highly addicting.Answering
questions never really seems to
get old. With a 190-character
limit, there is a large amount
of room to elaborate on your
opinions, likes and dislikes.The
only problem I have with the
app — and it’s a big one — is
the lack of things to do. Sure,
answering questions is fun, and
socializing with your friends
is great — but what else is
there? There is a limit to the
amount of coins earned in a
day by answering questions,
commenting and liking that
really makes you want to turn
the app off. Nintendo has
released information saying
they will be adding several
features in the future which
sounds promising and is
definitely needed. althought
the app has flaws and many
updates ahead, I would strongly
recommend it to anyone who
is looking for a new, unique
form of social media — Nintendo-lover or not.

Outside-the-box Midnight Oil drinks

By Melissa Hite
Editorial Asst.

Honey Vanilla

The key to preventing severe
allergic reactions and controlling
allergies is to identify them so that
you can avoid them. The problem
is, though, for those with allergies
to trees and grass, it’s hard to avoid
them without staying inside your
entire life.
Therefore, the easiest way to control
allergies is to take an over-the-counter
antihistamine. Antihistamines like
Claritin, Allegra and Zyrtec help to
reduce the amount of histamine in
the body decrease and they cause
the swelling and other symptoms
to decrease.
For those with more severe allergies
the next step would be allergy shots.
According to McCarty, an allergy shot
gives you a tiny amount of the thing
you are allergic to so that your body
can gradually build up antibodies to
where it doesn’t overreact anymore.
“If we can calm down the overreaction, then you can get through the
allergy season better,” McCarty said.
Sophomore Sarah Jackson, however,
takes a tablespoon of raw honey everyday
and works to strengthen her overall
immunity with vitamins and minerals

Even if you don’t know
anything else about me, you
might know that I love Kibo
Midnight Oil (MO). On any
given morning after 9 o’clock
chapel, you can find me in
MO ordering a medium Mr.
Blonde, my drink of choice for
the last three years. If I’m not
there, assume I’m either very,
very ill or dead.
The other day, I realized that
even after four years at Harding,
I had only tried three or four
drinks on the entire MO menu.
I always got a Blonde, and that
was that. But could I graduate
from Harding and leave my
favorite coffee shop behind
without trying everything it
had to offer? No way, latte.
So, in an effort to break out
of my coffee comfort zone, I
embarked on a grand and glorious

mission — a mission to try as
many Midnight Oil lattes as
I possibly could in one week.
Now that I’ve consumed 20
drinks, gained two pounds and
worked through some serious
caffeine-induced anxiety, here
are my top five lattes.
5. The Honey Lavender
Vanilla Latte: I’m not typically
a fan of floral drinks — I prefer
to wear my perfume, not drink
it — so I didn’t expect to love
this spring exclusive. But the
lavender doesn’t overpower here,
and blended with the sweetness
of the honey, it gives the latte
an almost fruity taste.
4. The Cleo:MO manager
Zak Kelley described this honey,
all-spice and vanilla latte as
his “favorite drink that’s been
forgotten.” Despite my raging
sweet tooth, I liked the unique
bitterness and spiciness of this
drink — it’s unlike anything

else on the menu. As good as
this is now, it would be even
better next to a roaring fire at
Christmastime.
3. The Beyonce: As magical and empowering as its
namesake, this latte features
Cuban espresso, chocolate and
white chocolate, all poured over
raw sugar. This was a spiritual
experience. According to MO
barista Lance Hedrick, “it’s just
a cup full of sugar” — which is
why I like it, basically.
2. The Valencia: Every
Christmas my mom stuffs my
stocking with a Terry’s Chocolate
Orange — you know, the kind
you have to smack against a
table to crack it into individual
chocolate slices.This sweet latte
with chocolate and orange tastes
just like my favorite Christmas
treat. (In my opinion, it’s better
iced than hot.)
1.The Mr. Blonde:I know, I

know — the whole point of this
experiment was to get outside
my comfort zone. But isn’t there
something to be said for a drink
you can order day after day for
years without getting tired of
it? The flavors are simple and
classic — just white chocolate
and the espresso — and after
trying 20 other cups of coffee,
coming home to my old standby
was a welcome relief.
Of course, I’m not you, and
my faves might not be yours. If
you (unlike me) like cinnamon,
you might try a Bear Grylls, a
Woodsman or a Vienna. Into
caramel? Try a Fred or a Yogi
Bear. But regardless of your
tastes, if you’re caught in a
coffee rut, break out and try
something new. And if you’re
in MO after 9 o’clock chapel,
hit me up for a recommendation — at this point, I’ve tried
just about everything.
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